GEORGE THE THIRD
The new Parliament was due to meet on May loth. The
Government knew that there would be trouble once the mob
learnt that Wilkes was not to be allowed to take his seat, and
consequently detachments of military were posted about West-
minster. Their fears were realized. On the non-appearance of
Wilkes a great crowd rushed to the King's Bench Prison, and
demanded the release of the prisoner. An effort was made to
quieten them by peaceful methods; but when it failed the Riot
Act was read, and the soldiers fired. Six people—among them
a woman—were killed, and a number were wounded.
The incident produced a tremendous stir in the country. Every
excuse was made for the behaviour of the mob: the wildest
charges were levelled against the Government, Weymouth in
particular being accused of having deliberately planned the
murder of his fellow-countrymen! The spirit which had pro-
duced ' the horrid massacres' of St George's Fields was the same
as that which victimized the patriot Wilkes. It was the spirit of
a despotism; and many found it impossible to believe that the
King had not created it for his own ends. In June Wilkes' case
was argued in the Courts. The former verdicts were confirmed:
as the publisher of Number XLV of The North Briton he was
sentenced to twelve months imprisonment and fined £500; and
as publisher of The Essay on Woman he was sentenced to a further
twelve months and fined another £500.
No sooner was he put behind the prison bars than he launched
another attack upon the Government. By some means or other
he had secured a copy of a letter which Weymouth had sent to
the Chairman of the Surrey Quarter Sessions, in which he in-
formed the magistrates that they could have the services of the
military in preserving order. In view of the disturbed state of
the country it was a most proper letter to send; but when
Wilkes published it in The St James's Chronicle—and commented
upon it in the strongest language—it immediately gave colour to
the rumour that the Government had planned die affair of St
George's Fields.
To ignore the letter which Wilkes sent to The St James's
Chronicle might have been the wisest course to pursue had Wilkes
been susceptible to the lash of ostracism; but Weymouth and
his friends were not particularly wise, and their enemies were
not particularly generously disposed. The King, as has been seen,
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